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composed, evidently by a process of very careful editing,
by Nemicandra, and recently brought to light by Dr. Ernest
Leuman. This short katha shows how later authors of
such kathas inartistically developed some elements of
Padalipta's tale without producing its charm. It is pre-
eminently a love story of middle class life, in the poetic
style of the period, full of delicate touches and refined
sentiments, and, but for its depressing conclusion, a thing
of beauty.

In Magadha, a young and beautiful Jaina nun goes to the
wife of a nagara setha for alms. She preaches the
usual religious precepts, and, on being asked, tells her
life-story to justify her early renunciation. Her original
name was TarangavatT. She was a daughter of the
nagara setha of Kausambi, brought up in luxui-y, educated
with care, and beautiful as the carhpaka flower. Once she
went to a garden, and, seeing cakravaka birds, the
Indian symbol of undying love, on the lake, she swooned.
Her friends revived her, and asked her what had caused
her to faint so suddenly. Tarangavatl told them the
story of her previous life: how she had been a cakravaki,
and had lived with her mate on a lake in Anga-
desa; how their love had transcended all earthly bonds;
how a hunter, trying to shoot an arrow at an elephant
bathing in the lake, had missed his mark and killed her
mate; how, bewailing the loss of her beloved, she had im-
molated herself on the fire lighted by the repentclnt hunter
to cremate the poor bird; and how, on seeing the birds
sporing on the lake, the past had flashed upon her.

Once the past was recalled,  Tarangavatl wanted to

meet the lost comrade of her former life.   In her grief at

not being able to find him, she found solace in drawing

pictures depicting the experiences of her former bird-life,

and exhibiting them.   The cakravaka, born as a son to

a rich merchant in the same town,   saw the pictures,

recollected his past, and, remembering his beloved, fainted.

, The lovers were soon brought together, but their parents

objected to the match.   Elopement was the only way open

,to  them, and  the  lovers resorted to it.   They sought

.   refuge in a forest; were attacked by a gang of robbers; and